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Program:  CET Barcelona
Course Code / Title: BC/LANG 251 Spanish Intermediate 2
Contact Hours: 60
Recommended Credits: 4
Primary Discipline: Spanish Language
Language of Instruction: Spanish
Prerequisites / Requirements: BC/LANG 200 or its equivalent.

Description
Bienvenid@s a Español Intermedio 2! This course enables students with prior 
intermediate-level Spanish experience to advance their proficiency while 
deepening their intercultural awareness and cultural understanding, with 
Barcelona’s dynamic Catalan and Spanish contexts as their backdrop. In 
Spanish Intermediate 2, students engage more critically with unfamiliar topics 
and global issues, using Spanish not only to comprehend and participate in 
conversations but also to evaluate and present cultural perspectives more 
deeply. Students develop a more complex understanding of texts, identifying 
implicit cultural meanings and suggesting possible solutions within varied 
contexts and situations. Moving from situational contexts and familiar topics, the 
course emphasizes integrating diverse sources, supporting interpretations with 
evidence, and presenting complex ideas independently. This includes a greater 
focus on intercultural competence, as students continue to enhance their skills 
and attitudes through challenging and critical experiential-learning activities 
focused on Spanish and Catalan cultural and social settings. 

Objectives
The Spanish language program strives to provide students with opportunities for 
growth, both as individuals and as active contributors to their various 
communities, through the study of language and culture. In our classes, students 
engage actively with the content through regular interaction in Spanish, cultural 
analysis, and self-reflection. We aim to help students advance their language 
proficiency and critical thinking skills, as well as to cultivate greater appreciation 
for other cultures and awareness of the interconnectedness of all communities. 
Our goal is for students to become global citizens and lifelong learners of 
languages and cultures.

Spanish Intermediate 2 is designed to further equip students to thrive in a 
Spanish-speaking context by enhancing their elementary knowledge and skills in 
the following key areas:
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Interpretive Competence 
Understand, interpret, and critically evaluate authentic texts (written, oral, and/or 
visual) about
familiar and some unfamiliar topics of personal and/or global interest, considering 
cultural
perspectives.

• Students can understand short conversations, explanations, and 
directions.

• Students can employ reading and listening strategies, use contextual 
clues, and apply disciplinary knowledge from academic areas to interpret 
texts (written, oral, and/or visual) that contain unfamiliar vocabulary and/or 
content.

• Students can identify the following and articulate their importance in texts 
on familiar topics and some unfamiliar topics: cultural meaning, point of 
view, purpose, perspective, cultural products, language use, genre, and 
intended audience.

• Students can support their interpretation with textual evidence.
• Students are able to identify issues or problems addressed in texts and 

articulate possible solutions and/or outcomes germane to the cultural 
context.

Interpersonal Competence (focus on interaction with others)
Engage in unrehearsed conversations with native and non-native speakers in a 
variety of situations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and 
emotions, and exchange opinions.

• Students can initiate, maintain, and end a conversation on familiar and 
some unfamiliar topics of personal and/or global interest, with an emerging 
awareness of audience, and cultural and situational contexts.

• Students can collaborate with others to complete in-class tasks and group 
projects.

• Students can further their knowledge of a topic through inquiry and 
negotiation with other students, the teacher and/or native-speaking 
members of the community.

• Students can support their assertions and opinions with disciplinary 
knowledge or knowledge gained from inquiry and negotiation with other 
students, the teacher and/or native-speaking members of the community.
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Presentational Competence 
Present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or readers 
on a variety of topics, including those of personal and/or global interest, in a 
manner appropriate to the audience,
context, and the genre.

• Students can summarize, describe, or explain familiar and some 
unfamiliar topics to a variety of audiences.

• Students can incorporate information from multiple sources to support 
assertions in both oral and written presentations.

• Students can incorporate appropriate content and language for the 
audience and purpose of a presentation.

• Students can produce short narratives that demonstrate point of view.
• Students can present for 4 minutes on a topic of interest without 

interruption, using notes.
• Students can connect ideas and sentences both within paragraphs and 

across paragraphs.
• Students can revise and edit oral and written presentations as part of a 

guided process.
• Students can communicate appropriately in a culturally diverse setting, 

demonstrating an understanding of varied perspectives.

Intercultural Competence 

• Students can use Spanish as a tool to explore, engage and self-reflect on 
concrete experiences and observations within Catalan and Spanish 
contexts. 

• Students can engage critically with ethnic identities to recognize diverse 
Hispanic and Catalan sociocultural realities, promoting inclusivity in 
various settings.

• Students can deploy intercultural skills and competences to communicate 
effectively and appropriately in intercultural situations (self-awareness, 
non-judgmental perception, cultural adaptation strategies, and cross-
cultural empathy).

Requirements 
Students are expected to arrive in class fully prepared, having completed all 
homework before each session. During class and group work, they should 
actively participate and contribute positively in the target language with 
dedication and eagerness. Students must adhere to class policies regarding 
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punctuality, attendance, missed work, and academic honesty, and interact 
respectfully with the instructor and peers. Students are responsible for catching 
up on any material missed during absences and should check with classmates 
and the instructor about changes to the syllabus or assignments. They may also 
ask the professor for any handouts. Additionally, they are encouraged to engage 
in real-world experiences and reflect on these during and outside of class. 
Collaborative group work is expected, fostering teamwork and communication 
skills essential for language acquisition.

Given the continuous assessment approach and the balance between cross-
cultural and academic activities, students must understand and commit to the 
following requirements. These expectations aim to create a supportive 
environment for learning and personal growth in the target language, reflecting 
the various forms of assessment for this class: 

• Class preparedness and engagement: evaluation of homework and 
preparation, participation in class activities and group work, adherence to 
class policies,  and the use of the target language.

• Compositions: During the course, students are required to complete 2 
individual compositions designed to develop and strengthen their basic writing 
skills while consolidating the new structures and vocabulary learned in class. 
Compositions may be completed during class time or at home, as determined by 
the instructor. They are evaluated based on several criteria, including structure 
and comprehensibility, content, vocabulary, grammar, and spelling. To ensure 
clarity and understanding, students receive a handout detailing the guidelines for 
each assignment along with a rubric that describes the evaluation criteria in 
detail. The length will be between 250-300 words. 

• Follow-up exams: There will be three follow-up exams throughout the 
course. Each exam will cover content from different units. All exams will 
assess vocabulary, grammar, reading, listening, and oral skills. This 
periodic scheduling helps students consolidate their knowledge and stay 
up-to-date with the course material.

• Field study activities: 3 activities outside the classroom focused on 
enhancing language practice while fostering intercultural and cross-
cultural awareness in real-world situations. These 3 out-of-class activities 
immerse students in direct engagement with the Spanish language and 
local cultures. Based on experiential learning principles, these activities 
aim, first, to offer students real-life opportunities to practice the target 
language, and second, to promote intercultural competence through 
meaningful interactions and shared experiences with host communities 
and cultures. Each activity is designed to foster effective cross-cultural 
and intercultural communication strategies that help students adapt to 
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local norms and facilitate positive, meaningful connections with Spanish 
and Catalan communities and their cultures. Key goals include developing 
personal competencies such as self-awareness, empathy, and 
openness—qualities essential to identifying and overcoming ethnocentric 
and judgmental/prejudiced attitudes toward host cultures and society. To 
achieve these outcomes while enhancing linguistic and cognitive skills 
(listening, observing, evaluating, analyzing, and relating), field studies 
include a wide range of activities that entail both formal (history, traditions, 
art) and informal (daily life situations, social norms, unspoken rules, 
values, and customs) aspects of culture: attending local festivals, 
participating in cultural workshops, engaging in intercultural exchanges 
(e.g., language, arts, music), or joining in scavenger hunts, walking tours, 
or volunteer events. Each activity is assessed through varied formats, 
such as reports, brief presentations (individual or group), or reflective 
videos, with all assignments structured in a pre-activity, activity, and post-
activity component to target and evaluate the intended attitudes and skills.

• Interactive cultural map: periodic contributions to a virtual map 
showcasing experiences, recommendations, landmarks, and personal 
favorites, all using the target language. Every week or every other week 
(depending on the instructor), students will contribute to an "Interactive 
Cultural Map" by marking and sharing cultural landmarks, favorite local 
spots, and hidden gems across Barcelona, Catalonia, and Spain using the 
online platform PADLET. Each location must be accompanied by either a 
video (1-2 minutes) or a text with a photo (100-150 words), describing the 
place and explaining their experience there. Contributions will be adapted 
to the students' proficiency level and evaluated based on content quality 
and quantity, vocabulary, grammar, and overall structure. 

• Final reflection and discussion: This final assignment consists of two 
parts. First, students will write a 250-300-word personal reflection on their 
study abroad experience. In this text they will explore topics such as how 
they managed cultural differences, what surprised them the most, what 
they discovered about themselves, key takeaways, how this experience 
will help them in the future, challenges faced, and any personal changes 
resulting from their time abroad. In the second part of the assignment, 
students will actively participate in a discussion about their reflections the 
last day of class. This assignment is designed to reinforce the importance 
of intercultural dialogue, self-reflection, awareness, and personal growth in 
the study abroad experience.

• Barcelona Project: Students must successfully complete a continuous, 
course-long activity designed to enhance their language practice and 
cultural understanding. The work is equivalent to 15 contact hours and is 
primarily autonomous. Students are required to have regular meetings 
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with the instructor to submit and discuss progress as they build cultural 
competencies and reflect on their experiences. The instructor and/or 
students may select from two types of activities for this additional credit.

o A) Barcelona Exploration Project: A Cultural Immersion 
Portfolio

In this activity, students will immerse themselves in Barcelona's rich and 
diverse culture through various local experiences, chosen from a provided 
list by the instructor that includes options like community visits, festivals, 
cultural exchanges, environmental volunteer work, museum scavenger 
hunts, and guided walking tours. They will record their study-abroad 
journey in a digital portfolio, capturing their daily interactions with 
Barcelona’s culture while working on their linguistic improvement. The 
portfolio will include various components, such as weekly reflections on 
cultural interactions, language use, and personal growth, as well as 
tailored activities linked to specific experiential assignments, like photo 
essays and research projects. Throughout the term, students will have 
periodic check-ins with the instructor to discuss their progress and receive 
personalized guidance on their portfolio. Assessment will be based on 
creativity, depth of reflections, grammatical accuracy, vocabulary use, and 
overall content quality, ensuring a comprehensive evaluation of each 
student’s engagement and growth.

o B) Barcelona Travel Diary:
Students will create a travel diary or virtual journal using social media 
platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, or a blog, utilizing both written and 
oral Spanish skills. This diary will document their daily life in Barcelona 
and their participation in local experiences chosen from a provided list by 
the instructor, including options like community visits, festivals, cultural 
exchanges, environmental volunteer work, museum scavenger hunts, and 
guided walking tours. Students must make at least one entry each week, 
with each entry featuring an image or video alongside descriptive text. 
Alternatively, they can upload a video describing their activities, in which 
case no text is required. The instructor will determine the length of the 
entries and any additional requirements. Assessment will consist of 
weekly submissions leading to the final product, along with specified 
check-ins with the instructor throughout the term to discuss progress and 
provide guidance.

Note: Each instructor will adapt the instructions and components of the add-on 
credit activity as they see fit. The instructor will determine the nature of the 
components, as well as the specific number of check-ins with the instructor 
required throughout the term.
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Grading

The final grade is determined as follows:

Class preparedness and engagement (see rubric below)   5%
Compositions (2 at 5%) 10%
Follow-up exams (3 at 15%) 45%
Field study activities (3 at 5%) 15%
Interactive cultural map   5%
Final reflection and discussion 10%

o Written 5%
o Discussion 5%

Barcelona Project (add-on credit activity) 10%

Class Preparedness and Engagement Rubric
This assessment encompasses various key components designed to evaluate and 
provide feedback on essential aspects of the language learning process and class 
dynamics. The following rubric will be used to assess these components effectively, 
ensuring that students receive clear guidance on their progress and areas for 
improvement.

Textbook 
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Corpas-Viñals, J., J.A Garmendia-Iglesias, C. Soriano-Escolar, and N. Sans. 
Aula Plus 4. 5th ed. UE Difusión, 2021.

Content

Topic 1 – Welcome back! (warm up and review 1003) 
• Introduce yourself and meet the class.
• Exchanging personal information.
• Question formation. 
• Personal expectations and goals for the course.

Topic 2 – Are you good with languages?  
• Adjectives to describe personality. 
• Expressing emotions (pronominal verbs).
• Talking and reflecting about one’s abilities and difficulties. 
• Sociolinguistics in Spain: co-official languages.

Topic 3 – The accidental tourist 
• Travel and holidays related vocabulary.
• Talking about traveling habits.  
• Narrating travel anecdotes in the past (contrast of past tenses).
• Interacting in a conversation: expressions and reactions in Spanish.
• “Tourists go home”: Barcelona, sustainability and tourism. 

Topic 4 – Enough is enough!
• Expressing desire, demands and necessity (subordinate clauses + 

subjunctive) 
• Suggesting solutions (conditional tense)
• Speculating about the future (Cuando + subjunctive).  
• Writing a letter of complaint/protest. 
• A local problem in Barcelona. 

Topic 5 – We need to talk. 
• Expressing interests, feelings, emotions and quirks (subordinate clauses + 

subjunctive).
• Talking about relationships and personal preferences. 
• Arguing (agreeing and disagreeing) in formal and informal contexts.  
• Cross-cultural differences in discussions: Spain vs. US. 
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Topic 6 – A better world 
• Assessing situations and facts.
• Giving opinion and evaluating actions and behaviors. 
• Political activism and social justice vocabulary.
• Social problems: Spain vs. US. 

Topic 7 – Mysteries and enigmas.
• Speculating and making hypotheses.
• Narrating mysterious events.
• Expressing certainty, probability and doubt. 
• Spanish urban legends. 

Topic 8- Designer
• Indicative and subjunctive in relative clauses. 
• Comparatives and superlatives.
• Describing objects (vocabulary and expressions).
• Valuing and appreciating objects.


