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Program: CET Barcelona

Course Code / Title: BC/INTR 340 Inside Terrorism: Past, Present, and Future
Contact Hours: 45

Recommended Credits: 3

Primary Discipline / Suggested Cross Listings: International Relations /
History, Psychology, Spanish Studies

Language of Instruction: English

Prerequisites / Requirements: None

Description

This course examines terrorism through a multidisciplinary approach, exploring
its history, dynamics, and impact on society and global security. It addresses the
intrinsic definitional issues of terrorism and the theoretical approaches to its
study, situating the state of the art within the current security paradigm. The
course explores the dynamics of terrorism, including the structure of terrorist
cells, organizations, and the systems of actors who directly or indirectly influence
these activities. Additionally, it delves into the human dimensions of terrorism,
examining the experiences of both victims and perpetrators and analyzing the
psychological, social, and political factors involved. The course fosters dialogue
on the past, present, and future of terrorism, leveraging Spain’s extensive
experience in combating terrorism and its historical suffering because of it. Field
study components may include visits to the sites of past terrorist attacks and
relevant institutions, and discussions with guest speakers.

Content warning:

At times, this course intentionally invites students to engage with readings and
content that are controversial. Students might find this disturbing. The intention is
not to endorse perspectives, but rigorously engage with them. If certain material
is emotionally challenging, students can discuss with the faculty before or after
class. Students may also leave the classroom without academic penalty, if the
discussion becomes too emotionally challenging. Students are, however,
responsible for all missed material, and so should arrange to get notes from
another student or see the faculty member individually.

Objectives
Through their participation in this course, students will:

e Develop an understanding of the multiple definitions and approaches to
terrorism and demonstrate the ability to critically engage with them.
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e Learn to conceptualize and analyze terrorist cells, organizations, and their
broader systems, identifying key actors and understanding the roles they
play.

e Explore the human and psychological dimensions of terrorism by examining
its impact on victims and gaining knowledge about radicalization processes.

e Creatively develop counter-terrorism ideas and present them to peers.

e Acquire first-hand knowledge about the impact of terrorism in Spain through
informal conversations with locals, case studies, documentaries, field visits,
discussions with relevant stakeholders.

e Conduct secondary research on a specific topic related to terrorism and write
an academic paper.

Requirements

Active participation is essential in this course. Students are expected to attend
each class and field study course component, as outlined in the CET Attendance
Policy. Students are expected to read all assigned materials before the relevant
class session and come prepared to participate thoughtfully in class discussions.
Regular assignments include reading 20-30 pages per class session (8 topics) or
watching documentaries of 30-60 minutes per class session (2 topics). All
assignments must be submitted via Canvas unless otherwise noted.

Graded assignments include:

¢ Participation: Engage in class discussions, ask questions when needed,
participate in the questions section of your peers’ presentations, and
actively engage in the field visits.

¢ Homework: Maintain 3 informal conversations with local people about
topics related to terrorism and write an anonymized report about each
conversation (including the key ideas of each participant and their
connection with at least 3 references of the course). Each report should be
800-1,000 words, and one of them must be briefly presented in class (up
to 5 minutes oral presentation). The presentation is expected to serve as
an opportunity to share with peers the experiences of engaging with
locals. Its purpose is to exchange strategies for initiating conversations
and posing difficult questions effectively, as well as discussing the
challenges encountered. While the presentation is not graded, it is a
mandatory part of the assignment — failure to present will result in the
homework not being evaluated.

e Quizzes: 3 short quizzes (essay format) to test students’ comprehension
of readings and documentaries, conducted throughout the course after
finalizing each content part.
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Group activity and presentation: In groups of 3-4 people, students will
design and present an idea to counter a terrorism-related issue. The
presentation should last 10 minutes, with 10 minutes for questions, and
demonstrate a deep understanding of the problem addressed, the current
solutions (if any), and gaps when addressing this problem. The design and
presentation of the idea will be graded separately: 50% will be allocated to
the presented content (shared by all group members), and 50% will be
based on individual grades considering presentation clarity and response
quality.

Final paper: Write between 4,000 and 5,000 words (excluding references
and appendices) on a topic agreed upon with the faculty member. The
paper must clearly define a research question and demonstrate the
student’s understanding of the academic knowledge on the topic, including
key concepts, different theoretical approaches, contrasting theories, and
the main challenges of the subject. It should engage with at least 10
references and include a title page, introduction, related literature,
methodology, results, discussion, and conclusion. The paper should be
formatted in a single-column layout, using Arial font, 11-point size, and
single spacing.

Grading
The final grade is determined as follows:
e Participation (see rubric below) 5%
e Homework (3 at 10%) 30%
e Quizzes (3 at 10%) 30%
e Group activity and presentation 15%
e Final Paper 20%
Class Participation Grading Rubric
A —-90-100% B - 80-89% C-70-79% D - 60-69% F — 0-59%
Exemplary Proficient Developing Unacceptable Missing
Frequency | Actively Actively Actively Actively Does not
of class contributes 2+ | contributes at contributes at least | contributes less | contribute
participati | times per least 1 time per | half of the time than half of the
on meeting meeting during term time during term
Quality of | Contribution is | Contribution is | Contribution is Contribution is Does not
class always mostly somewhat rarely contribute or
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participati | thoughtful, thoughtful, thoughtful, thoughtful, interact with
on accurate, and | accurate, and accurate, and accurate, and peers

constructive, constructive, constructive, constructive,

frequently usually sometimes rarely

interacting interacting with | interacting with interacting with

with peers peers peers peers
Level of Always fully Mostly Somewhat Rarely prepared | Consistently
class prepared and | prepared and prepared and on and on task unprepared
preparatio | on task on task task and not on
n task
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Content

Part | — Terrorism: definitions, history and the state of the art

Topic 1 — What is terrorism?
e Definitions of terrorism and its core elements
e Perspectives on terrorism studies: Should a definition be agreed upon?
e Implications of definitional issues in counterterrorism

Topic 2 — A brief history of terrorism
e The political nature of terrorism

e The so-called “waves” of modern terrorism
e Emerging forms of terrorism

Topic 3 — Understanding terrorism in the current security paradigm
e The current nature of warfare: hybrid threats and a multi-domain arena
e Terrorist cells, terrorist organizations, and systems of non-state actors
e The role of non-violent actors connected to terrorism

Topic 4 — Terrorism hotspots
e Current hotspots and key terrorist organizations
e (Guess) Statistics on terrorism: differences across databases and
datasets on terrorism
e Practical exercise: searching information in databases on terrorism

Part Il - Dynamics of terrorism
Topic 5 — Researching terrorism
e Key elements of the research on terrorism: security, sources, and privacy.

e Qualitative and quantitative methods: strengths and challenges.

Topic 6 — Who is who in a terrorist cell?
e Structures and roles of terrorist cells

e Women in terrorism
e Social Network Analysis applied to terrorism studies
e Case study of the terrorist attack of 2017 Barcelona Attacks

Topic 7 — The terrorist organization ETA and its broader system
e The history of ETA (1950s - present)

e The broader system of ETA: military front, political front, cultural front,
media front, economic front, etc.
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e |Is ETA still active?

Part lll — The faces of terrorism

Topic 8 — Victims of terrorism
e The relevance of victims’ testimonies
o |t affects all: direct and indirect victims
e Physical and psychological impacts
e Legal consequences

Topic 9 — Why do they join? Why do they disengage?
¢ Radicalization processes
e The influence of the micro, meso, and macro levels
e Narratives and propaganda techniques

Part IV — Future considerations
Topic 10 — What is next?

e Future organizations

e Future tools

e Future challenges

Field study and experiential learning components may include:

¢ Visiting the location of the terrorist attack on 17 August 2017 in Barcelona

¢ Visiting the location of the terrorist attack on 19 June 1987 in Barcelona

e Conversations with guest speakers, such as researchers on terrorism from
the Victims of Terrorism Memorial Centre, counter-terrorism practitioners from
victims’ associations in Spain, and law enforcement professionals.

* Syllabus is subject to minor changes in term-specific syllabus at instructor
discretion.



