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Program: CET Barcelona

Course Code / Title: BC/ARTH 310 Barcelona’s Cultural Fabric: Art,
Architecture, and City

Contact Hours: 45

Recommended Credits: 3

Primary Discipline / Suggested Cross Listings: Art History / History, Cultural
Studies, Urban Studies

Language of Instruction: English

Prerequisites / Requirements: None

Description

This course invites students to delve into Barcelona's rich and diverse cultural
heritage. Starting from its earliest foundations up to the contemporary era, it
provides a guided journey through the most relevant historical, artistic, and
architectural events that have shaped the city’s urban identity. With deep roots in
its past and a focus to the future, Barcelona has become an international model
for its ability to preserve and showcase its uniqueness, while making creative
use of innovation to underpin cutting-edge urban updating processes. Field
study experiences enhance classroom discussions and allow experiencing the
way in which these historical and cultural dimensions intertwine and build-up the
city's multilayered fabric. This interdisciplinary approach is expanded through
contextual and critical reviews, in local and global basis, to learn about the
challenges facing Barcelona today.

Objectives
Through their participation in this course, students will:

e Build-up a technical vocabulary for identifying, analyzing and describing
art, architecture, and urban design in direct observation of the
contemporary city.

e Recognize the historical and cultural layers that have shaped the built
environment of European cities — with Barcelona as a paradigmatic case
— to contrast and compare with other urban and cultural realities.

e Experience the way in which art, architecture, and urban planning
concretize and intertwine in the city’s multilayered fabric.

e Learn about the main social, economic, ideological and political
phenomena — at a local and global basis — that have influenced the
building of Barcelona's identity at once Mediterranean, European,
Spanish, and Catalan.
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e Explore how current issues about environmental sustainability, social
equity, and integration of diversity lead Barcelona’s place-making and
public art agendas, while defining the challenges facing the city today.

Requirements

Active participation is essential in this course. Students are expected to attend
each class and field study course component, as outlined in the CET Attendance
Policy. Class lectures provide a general overview of the course thematic and
conceptual groundwork, as well as underlining theoretical frameworks to be
applied through direct experience and observation of the contemporary city. The
lectures are complemented by reading discussions, film screening, guest
speakers, and other proposed activities from the city’s cultural agenda. Students
are expected to read all assigned materials before the relevant class session
and come prepared to participate thoughtfully in class discussions. Reading
assignments are generally 20-30 pages per class session. All assignments must
be submitted via Canvas unless otherwise noted.

Graded assignments include:

¢ Reading Questionnaires and Quizzes: The body of selected texts offer a
multi-disciplinary approach to the study of historical and current issues in the
contemporary city. Written by scholars from different fields, they range from
historical background to contemporary analysis and critique. To assess the
online reading assignments, 3 response online questionnaires and 2 quizzes
in class (in essay format, occurring the first and second half of the course),
will test students’ comprehension of the reading content of the course.

e Field Study Reports: Three reports will be submitted, according to the
guidelines provided, on three of the specified course-related excursions. On-
site visits to significant historical and contemporary spaces in the city are
essential components for the experiential learning of the contents developed
in class. They include the observation of selected works of art, architecture,
urban design and public space developments. Visits to museums,
considered both as containers of significant architecture and as institutions
that house representative art collections, support the study of the cultural
history of Barcelona and its international projection.

e Midterm Exam: This examination has different formats to assess students’
progress towards the learning outcomes in the first half of the course. They
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might include essay questions, multiple choice questions, maps, short
answer questions, and justified True/False questions.

Student Presentation: Students will make a 10-15 minute presentation to
the class on a specific research topic, based on a common thematic
approach provided, related to the content developed in the course. They will
analyze the selected case, previously discussed with the instructor, using a
comparative and critical approach to generate class discussion. A
PowerPoint presentation is required, and the use of creative communication
tools is encouraged.

Final Paper: Based on the research findings prepared for the student
presentation, the written paper should be original and reflect the student’s
own thoughts and experiences. It should incorporate comments received in
the class presentation, take a position on the discussion raised, and
demonstrate the process of knowledge acquisition on the thematic scope
proposed in the course. Minimum length of 2,000 words.

Grading
e Class participation 10%
e Reading Questionnaires (3 at 2%) and Quizzes (2 at 2%) 10%
e Field Study Reports (3 at 5% each) 15%
e Midterm Exam 25%
e Student Presentation 20%
e Final Paper 20%
Class Participation Grading Rubric
A —90-100% B — 80-89% C-70-79% D - 60-69% F-0-
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Content

Topic 1 — The City as Artifact (3-4 sessions)
e Introduction: The City Building Process
e Early Mediterranean Cities
e From Barcino to Barcinova
e Art & Architecture Intertwined: Romanesque and Gothic Heritage

Topic 2 — The City Under Siege (3-4 sessions)
e The Succession War
e City Pattern: From Organic to Planned Growth
e Renaissance Utopia and the Ideal City: The Ciutadella Fortress
e First Modern Extension Plan: Barceloneta

Topic 3 — The City on Display (3-4 sessions)
e The Emergence of the Industrial City: Compared Perspectives
e Cerda’s Extension Plan: The Grid System
o City Marketing: The1888’s and the 1929’s International World Fairs
e Gaudi and the Catalan Modernism

Topic 4 — The City as Machine (3-4 Sessions)
e Modern Architecture and the European Vanguards
e Picasso, Miro and the GATPAC
e City at War: The Interrupted Modernity
¢ Modern Artists and Architects in Exile

Topic 5 — The City [Re]Construction (3-4 Sessions)
e The Uprising of the Olympic City
¢ Democratic Restoration: From the Center to the Margins
e The Barcelona Model: Public Art and Public Place Developments
e Micro-Acupuncture: Rebuilding the Historical Center

Topic 6 — The Smart City (3-4 Sessions)
e Postindustrial Heritage: Poblenou 22@ and Forum de les Cultures
e The Glories’ HUB: Innovation, Sustainability and Green Corridors
e The Superblocks Program and the Walkable-City
e Prospective City: Agenda for a Critical Debate
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NOTE: Each of the 6 topics is associated to one (1) guided field study course component
(quided excursion, guest lecture, etc.).

* Syllabus is subject to minor changes in term-specific syllabus at instructor
discretion.



