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Description 
This course examines the history of racial thinking and the experience of racialization in Latin 
America. Using Colombia as a case study, the course explores the changing dynamics of racial 
categories, particularly blackness, from the end of the colonial period to the present. Employing an 
intersectional approach, the course pays particular attention to how discourses of race, gender, 
class, war and geography intersect to create identities that are complex and multifaceted yet 
circumscribed by the socio-historical context in which they flourish.    
 
Objectives 
Through their participation in this course, students will: 

• Be able to discuss the different histories of racial formation in Latin America  
• Identify the major political, economic and social trends in Colombia  
• Develop a basic understanding of the theories and research methods used in the study of 

race and identity in different fields and disciplines  
• Gain a solid grasp of the intersection of race, class, gender, violence, and geography in 

the shaping of identity in Colombia 
• Sharpen critical thinking and intercultural communication skills  

 
Course Requirements 
The course consists of class lectures, open discussions, and field visits to organizations, 
communities, and government offices. Students are expected to actively participate in all lectures 
and out-of-classroom activities. Reading assignments are generally 30-40 pages per class session. 
 
Each student will be required to give an oral presentation about one aspect of race and identity, 
write 3 analytical essays (3-5 pages each), and one field report.  
 
Students are expected to attend each class and field-based course component, as outlined in the 
CET Attendance Policy. 
 
Grading:  
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• Oral presentation (30%) 
• 3 analytical essays (20%) each 
• Field report (10%) 
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Outline of Course Content 
 
Topic 1: Introduction to the Course—Studying the history of race and racialization in a 
global context 
● Learning to locate identity/race in a global context  
● Comparative methods for understanding different racial regimes 
 
Topic 2: Race and masculinity during the struggle for independence 
● The construction of national racial imaginaries  
● The construction of Black political subjectivity 
 
Topic 3: Intersections of race and gender 
● The gender-sex-race matrix in historical perspective  
● Theories of intersectionality 
● Black women, politics, and debates about freedom and citizen rights  
 
Topic 4: Tracing and comparing race, ethnicity and identities in Colombia and in Latin 
America 
● Race and identity in comparative perspectives 
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● Historical overview of race and ethnicity in Latin America 
● Key aspects of racial ideologies in Colombia 
 
Topic 5: Racial domination, social (im)mobilities and strategies of coping with racial 
stigmatization 
● Social whitening 
● Symbolic violence and making of racial identities 
● Resistance, endurance and resilience 
 
Topic 6: Black struggles for self-determination  
● Introduction to the history of Afro-Colombian social movements  
● Political change and the (re)shaping of black identities 
● Field visit to women-led organization 
 
Topic 7: The other history of education in Colombia 
● Legal reform and the turn toward multicultural education (1990´s -present)  
● “Ethno-education” and the Cátedra de Estudios Afro-Colombianos” (Black Studies Course) 
 
Topic 8: Displacement and violence: (re)configuring identities on the move 
● Forms of migration (internal displacement and migration) 
● Continuum of violence(s) 
● Racialized geographies, imagined belongings  
● ‘New’ categories of identity 
 
Topic 9: Coping with racial stigmatization, violence and displacement   
● The effects of displacement 
● Remembering violence, re-making identity 
 
Topic 10: Race and urban marginality: The case of Cali, Colombia 
● The real and imaginary geographies of race and class in Cali 
● Intersection of race, class, gender, and “urban development” projects 
● Field visit to community organization in Agua Blanca 
 
Topic 11: Gentrification, race and the (re)making of the tourist city: The case of Cartagena 
● Tourism, the modernization of city, and the whitening of urban space  
● Ethnography of urban reform: Race vs class in debates about gentrification 
 
Topic 12: Employment discrimination and labor activism 
● Theories about discrimination in the labor market 
● The wage gap: the confluence of race and gender  
● Political organizing and labor activism 
 
Topic 13: Music and Afro-Colombian social movements 
● Youth culture and political mobilization 
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● Globalization and the commodification of racial identities 
● The role of popular music cultures in socio-political activism 
 
Topic 14: Blackness and the literary imagination 
● Introduction to the history of Afro-Colombian literary production  
● Afro-Colombian literature in a diasporic perspective 
 
Topic 15: Race and the cinematic imagination 
● The representation of blackness on the screen 
● The intersection of race and nature on screen 
● Film screening: Chocó, Dir. Jhonny Hendrix, 2012, 80 mins, drama 
 
Topic 16: Conclusion—Black political organizing in the 21st century 
● Pacemaking and Black political participation 
● Gender and activism  


