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Description 
This class takes history as a starting point to explore the current cultural and political identities 
present in Taiwan. First the class surveys Taiwan’s five canonical historical periods: the Indigenous 
Taiwanese period, the southern Chinese immigration period, the Japanese Colonial Period, the KMT 
Martial-Law period, and the current democratization period. This class interrogates these shifting 
national narratives and uses them as a critical lens to explore major topics throughout the course, 
including: the geopolitics of Taiwan’s contested status, the cultural significance of night markets and 
dancing in public spaces, the conservation efforts behind Taiwan’s garbage and recycling policies, 
the political evolution of Taiwanese opera and Chinese orchestra in Taiwan, the political significance 
of Japanese, Hokkien, Hakka, and Mandarin over time, the reception of Mandopop and Taiwanese 
cinema on the international stage, and Taiwanese culture’s adaptation to new media in YouTubers, 
Facebook Live hawkers, and Instagram celebrities. 
 

The class is a discussion-based seminar with weekly reading assignments. Students must also bring 
in relevant examples relating to their readings and take turns leading discussion. Guest speakers 
lend their expertise and field student questions. The class culminates in a research paper that uses 
secondary sources to explore a topic related to the readings and a final project which uses primary 
sources and fieldwork conducted in Taiwan. 
 
Objectives 
More specifically, from their participation in this course, students are expected to: 

• Gain a broad historical and cultural context to their language classes in Taiwan  

• Develop a familiarity with the literature on Taiwan Studies and more specifically with a 
selected topic of their choosing 

• Make use of their time in Taiwan to collect data and create a project that could not be 
completed from their home country  

 

Course Requirements 
Weekly seminar 

• Students are expected to abide by the CET Attendance Policy, and to have read and 
be prepared to discuss the assigned readings  
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• Preparation and participation are factored into the final grade 

• Students are assigned one class to lead discussion 

• Students must present the subjects of their final papers and final projects to the class 
for discussion and critique 

 
Field-based course components 

• Students are expected to participate in three field-based excursions that explore and 
provide context to the readings and themes of the class 

 
Periodic 1:1 check-ins with instructor 

• Students meet with the instructor individually twice per term to discuss the topic 
selection of the final paper and final project 

 
Readings, general and topic-specific 

• Readings of 20-50 pages from the bibliography below and other sources are assigned 
for each class meeting 

 
Weekly responses  

• Prior to each class students submit a 300-word response to the readings, drawing 
connections to their experiences in Taiwan. 

 
Final paper 

• 8-12 pages in length 

• A research paper utilizing secondary sources that are related to or build off of the 
readings for the course 
 

Final project 

• Multiple types of media are acceptable but the project should comparable to the effort 
of at least an 8-12 page paper. All projects must be pre-approved by the instructor. 

• Utilizes primary sources--fieldwork, interviews, and/or surveys to delve into a question 
on contemporary Taiwanese culture 

 
Grading 
The final grade is determined as follows:  
 

30% Preparation, participation in class, leading class discussion 
10%      In-class presentations for the final paper and final project 
30% Weekly reflections 
15% Final paper 
15%      Final project 

 
Readings 
Anderson, Benedict. Imagined Communities: Reflections of the Origin and Spread of Nationalism. 
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Outline of Course Content 
 
Topic 1 – The Taiwanese Context: History, Culture, National Narrative: 
  Before Colonialism: Indigenous, Hokkien, and Hakka Influences 

Japanese Colonial and KMT Regimes in the 20th Century 
 

Topic 2 – The Republic of China on the International Stage 
  Free China 
  Pariah 
  Taiwan 
 

Topic 3 – The New Taiwanese Identity  
  Literature 
  Cinema 
  Mandopop 
 

Topic 4 Urban Geography and the Government’s Social Programming 
  Night markets: Gangsters to University Love 
  Dancing in Parks: Ballroom to Hip hop 
  The Metro: Chopin to Mario Bros 
 

Topic 5 – Going Green – DPP Politics and Conservation 
  Student Protests 
  Environmentalism and Recycling Programs 
 

Topic 6 – Taiwanese Identity in New Media 
  “YouTubers & Instacelebs” 
  Facebook Live Hawkers 


