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Program: Pre-College at CET France: Intensive French Language  
Course Code/ Course Title: (TL/LANG 215) / Intermediate French 
Total Hours: 60 
Recommended Credits: 4 
Primary Discipline: French Language 
Language of Instruction: French 
Prerequisites/Requirements: 2 years of high school French language instruction 

 
Description  
This course is designed for French learners who have completed two years of language 
instruction and desire an intense, immersive language experience in which classes are 
conducted completely in French. Following the ACTFL Standards for Foreign Language 
Learning, this course concentrates on three modes of communication: interpersonal, interpretive 
and presentational. 
 
This is a place-based learning course comprised of a variety of thematic integrated linguistic and 
cultural experiences and workshops which meet for a total of 60 hours throughout the 4-week 
term.  
 
Relying on the rich local context, students participate in diverse conversational activities with 
local speakers to refine their speaking skills in all communication modes. In addition, students 
explore a wide range of authentic documents designed for native French speakers, from 
magazines and newspapers to Francophone literary works either on paper or online. Creative 
work such as developing short films and interviews add to the interactive pedagogy employed in 
this course. Structured essay assignments such as an introduction to “la dissertation à la 
française” and other writing activities enhance students’ authentic French writing skills.  
 

Objectives 
At the conclusion of this course, students demonstrate proficiency in the six modes of 
communication as defined by the College Board and ACTFL: 

1. Spoken Interpersonal Communication 
2. Written Interpersonal Communication 
3. Audio, Visual and Audiovisual Interpretive Communication 
4. Written and Print Interpretive Communication 
5. Spoken Presentational Communication. 
6. Written Presentational Communication 

Upon successful completion of the course students are able to:  
• describe and narrate events using correct syntax, grammar, and present, past and 

future time frame 
• handle complicated situations or transactions 
• state and support their opinions 
• understand a variety of vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. 
• demonstrate decisive improvement in pronunciation  
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• actively leverage an expanded vocabulary  
• be able to exchange ideas and information on everyday issues. 
• write several page compositions employing the most frequently used syntactic 

structures 
• read and sufficiently comprehend primary source French materials of with some 

complexity on familiar subjects 

By engaging with the instructors in interactive and meaningful French communication, students 
further master basic grammatical structures as well as a range of frequently used vocabulary. 
Continuing on in the immersion context, students are strongly encouraged to practice their 
language skills outside of the classroom both in the real world and in the cyber world. 

Course Requirements 
Students are expected to thoroughly prepare all assignments and homework in advance and 
participate fully in each class. Students are expected to attend each class and field-based 
course component, as outlined in the CET Attendance Policy. In-class activities and homework 
may include listening to and creating audio and or video materials, memorizing new language 
patterns and vocabulary, completing written assignments. Many assignments are reviewed 
together in class for mastery.  

Methods of Evaluation 
Students are evaluated in the four language skill areas (speaking, listening, reading and 
writing) and the final grade is determined as follows:  

• Homework       20% 
• Quizzes      20% 
• Participation       15% 
• Oral Presentations (real time & video)   15% 
• Entraînement à la dissertation    10% 
• Final Exam       20% 

Readings 

Grammaire Expliquée du français eds :  M.Le Coadic, R. Mimran, S.Poisson-Quinton CLE 
International  

Additional Resources 

Handouts or Dossiers de presse 

Outline of Course Content 

This course covers approximately four chapters of the Grammaire expliquée textbook, which 
address the following topics related to grammar and syntax: 

• La sphère du nom 
o Les déterminants et les substituts du nom  
o Les pronoms et adjectifs 

• La sphère du verbe 
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o La syntaxe des verbes 
o Les modes 

• The Entraînement à la dissertation is the final writing exercise of the course which 
includes: 

o Une fiche méthodologique  
o Une introduction réalisée en temps limité  

Course themes contextualize language learning in Toulouse’s vibrant urban setting and 
connect to course fieldwork such as:  

• Thème n°1 : L'évolution de la ville et de ses transports- completion of sidewalk surveys 
and jeu de piste (treasure hunt style city exploration on public transportation) 

• Thème n°2 : L'alimentation et le gaspillage alimentaire- Toulouse’s food networks 
(cooking class and diaspora foodways) and sustainability (visit to waste reduction 
program) 

• Thème n° 3 : La diversité démographique et les représentations – Present and past 
migration to the region viewed through the arts (visit to Graffiti spots, meeting with local 
hop hop artists). 

 


