CET Syllabus of Record
Program: CET High School and Pre-College Vietnam: Development and Global Health
Course Title: Introduction to Development and Global Health
Course Code: DEVS 125
Total Hours: 45
Recommended Credits: 3
Primary Discipline / Suggested Cross Listings: International Development / Public Health,
Global Studies, International Relations, Sociology
Language of Instruction: English
Prerequisites/Requirements: None
Description
With its explosive economic growth, major strides in the provision of public health care, and rapid
social and demographic changes, Vietnam is a textbook case for how globalization drives growth.
This course introduces students to the key drivers of Vietnam’s post-War development, and how
such rapid change has impacted the country’s public health sector, focusing on Vietnam’s most
pressing development and pulich health issues such as poverty, rural education systems,
environmental degradation, resource pollution, malnutrition, food security, HIV-AIDS, and emerging
infectious diseases on a global scale. The course leverages case studies from Vietnam – and
significant field-based excursions and activities - to demonstrate the common issues facing the
emerging economies of Southeast Asia.
Objectives
Through this course, students gain:
• An introduction to the major theories and assumptions underlying public discourse on
international development and public health issues.
• A basic understanding of the development challenges facing Vietnam, and the impact of
those bottlenecks on the provision of health care and managing public health crises.
• Theoretical and practical skills to analyze the intersections of development and public
health work in Vietnam, and in Southeast Asia more generally.
Course Requirements
Active participation is essential in this course. Students are expected to attend each class, field trip,
and any additional co-curricular activities led by the course instructor. Students are expected to
read all assigned materials before coming to class, and be ready to integrate the readings into the
weekly topical discussions. Readings average around 20 pages per class session.
Fieldwork exercises provide an opportunity to raise questions, discuss new theoretical approaches,
and apply course readings to immersive, hands-on learning.
Final Paper: Students choose a topic of their interest and write a 5-page essay about the topic. The
essay should connect the theoretical concepts, the student’s observations of the public health
setting in Ho Chi Minh City, and their critical reflection on the various themes discussed in class.
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Students are expected to abide by CET Academic Policies and the Attendance Policy.
Methods of Evaluation
Final grades are determined as follows:
• Class participation: 30%
• Field work participation: 30%
• Final project: 40%
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Supplementary Texts
Additional articles, blogs, and local non-profit publications
Outline of Course Content
Theme 1: Introduction to Contemporary Vietnam (1 lecture)
• Overview of French colonialism, American intervention, and the Vietnam War
• Doi Moi economic reforms and Vietnam’s state-led development model
• Site Visits: Cultural landmarks of Ho Chi Minh City, War Remnants Museum, Cu Chi
Tunnels
Theme 2: International Development: Theory and Practice (2 lectures)
• Major economic theories underlying the modern “international development” field, including
theories which prioritize economic growth, poverty reduction, and “modernization”
• Alternative development models
• Defining “inclusive” socioeconomic development
Theme 3: Vietnam’s development in the era of “globalization” (1 lecture)
• The role of international trade, financial, and development organizations in Vietnam’s
development
• Vietnam’s biggest industries and the country’s role in global supply chains
• How the process of globalization is perceived in developed vs. developing countries
Theme 4: The rise of private sector and civil society in Vietnam (1 lecture)
• The unique, though not mutually exclusive, roles which the public and private sectors have
played in Vietnam’s development process
• The role of civil society in shaping Vietnam’s economic policy
Theme 5: Vietnam’s sustainable development (1 lecture)
• The environmental and health impacts of development work on local communities
• Overview of the various environmental regulations in Vietnam and Southeast Asia
• Site Visits: Mekong Delta fishing village and homestay
Theme 6: Development and gender issues in Vietnam (1 lecture)
• How cultural norms can be an impediment to economic growth and inclusive development
• How gender considerations have been integrated (or not) into Vietnam’s development
work
• How the development field has begun to respond more effectively to gender inclusion
• How gender-based discrimination affects development and health outcomes
Theme 7: Overview of Public Health Issues in Vietnam (2 lectures)
• The impact of economic and social development on public health and healthcare provision
in Vietnam
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•
•

Pressing public health issues in Vietnam, including poverty-driven infectious diseases,
malnutrition, HIV-AIDS, and emerging non-communicable diseases
Site Visit: Oxford University Clinical Research Unit

Theme 8: The global challenge of emerging infectious diseases (1 lecture)
• Case studies of endemic and emerging infectious diseases, focusing on the driving factors
behind these diseases in a global setting
Theme 9: Visualizing global and local health data (1 lecture)
• Use of data tools to visualize global health trends, using public resources (Gapminder,
WHO, online publications related to Southeast Asian or Vietnamese settings). Emphases
are placed on how to interpret global health data visualizations.
• Site Visit: Ho Chi Minh City Children’s Hospital
Theme 10: Presentation of final projects (1 lecture)
.

