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Program: Intensive Arabic Language in Amman 
Course Title: Intensive Advanced High Modern Standard Arabic (Summer)  
Course Code: AM/LANG 451 
Total Hours: 88 
Recommended Credits: 5  
Primary Discipline: Arabic Language 
Language of Instruction: Arabic 
Prerequisites/Requirements: ACTFL advanced high to superior or equivalent, final placement at 
discretion of academic director 

 
 
Description 
Students at this level progress from advanced high or superior towards distinguished using 
thematic cultural content. Concentration is placed on the style, content, and accuracy of students’ 
linguistic production. Students practice writing longer texts linked with advanced-level connectors, 
rich with content in the areas of culture, economics, religion, politics and society. The course 
provides student with the linguistic tools to present opinions, support and critique arguments, and 
discuss theoretical subjects outside their areas of expertise. Students are expected to produce 
language free from errors and clearly understandable to native speakers who do not have 
experience communicating with non-native Arabic speakers. Materials for this course are limited to 
those designed for native speakers of Arabic.  
 
Driven by the concept of communicative proficiency and the goal of functional competency, the 
CET Jordan programs treat Arabic language as one system of communication, guiding students to 
employ the appropriate register to perform a variety of real-life communicative functions. CET’s 
Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) and Jordanian dialect courses focus on their respective registers, 
however; overlap is encouraged in a way that mirrors the diglossic nature of the Arabic-speaking 
world.  
 
The course employs a student-centered approach and focuses on communicative competence 
through the completion of concrete tasks, both in and outside the classroom, including interaction 
with native Arabic speakers. In order to introduce new vocabulary and increasingly complex 
grammatical structures, class sessions incorporate appropriate distinguished level elements of 
written and aural media produced for native speakers. Students practice interactive functional skills 
such as listening comprehension and conversation strategies, (linguistic and cultural) working to 
communicate effectively on an increasing range of subjects.   
 
Objectives 
Upon successful completion; students: 

● Master high-level cultural content like colloquial and religious expressions, traditions and 
customs. 

● Attain a level of linguistic fluidity which garners them confidence in speaking, and in 
broaching sensitive topics with tact while avoiding miscommunication with native speakers.  



CET Syllabus of Record  
 

 

● Communicate with native speakers from different generations and socio-economic 
backgrounds with the appropriate tone and language.  

● Progress towards the ACTFL distinguished level and reach near native fluency in the four 
skills: reading, writing, speaking, and listening.  

 
Course Requirements 
Students must come prepared to participate actively in discussions at every class meeting.  
Students must complete all written or recorded homework assignments. Reading assignments, 
typically between 5-10 pages each, require a written summary. Listening assignments may range 
from 30-60 minutes and students must come to class prepared to discuss. Weekly quizzes are 
given in addition to a mid-term and final exam.  
 
Students complete monthly projects based on a book or novel they read in class or opinion poll 
they conduct on a variety of subjects. During the second half of the term, students become 
teachers and take turns choosing one-page articles and listening samples between 1-4 minutes 
and presenting them in class along with vocabulary lists and questions in coordination with their 
academic partners.  
 
Participation in academic activities and excursions is required and students present on these 
experiences with pictures for 15 minutes using presentation software like PowerPoint or Prezi. 
Presentations are graded on students’ ability to describe, assess, and analyze their experiences in 
Arabic. Other presentations may require students to analyze infographics on relevant topics. 
Students are also required to present without the use of technological aids. At the end of the term 
students complete a 10-page final paper using vocabulary and expressions learned in class.  
 
Methods of Evaluation 
Attendance/active participation in class 20% 
Homework 20% 
Tests and Quizzes 20% 
Monthly projects 15% 
Student teacher 15% 
Presentations and research paper 10% 
 
Primary Texts 
This course relies exclusively on primary sources. Students are exposed to Jordan-specific and 
regional materials in an effort to advance reading skills, increase vocabulary, refine use of various 
sentence constructions, and widen cultural background and understanding. All listening exercises 
are taken directly from authentic sources. Readings and vocabulary pertaining to out-of-class 
activities are integrated into the course curriculum. These materials are complex and lengthy. The 
following primary sources are used: 
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اآلداب، دار: بيروت. األولى الطبعة. الحجاب الخطاب الكتاب. أدونيس  2008.  
Adonis. al Kitab, al Khitab, al Hijab. 1st ed. Beirut: Dar al Adab, 2008. Print.  
 

أدونيس." تفكير، تكفير. "أدونيس   9-13.  
Adonis. “Thought, Takfir (excommunication).” Adonis 9-13. 

أدونيس." الفتوى ثقافة. "أدونيس   85-89. 
Adonis. “Fatwa Culture.” Adonis 85-89. 

أدونيس." األمن ثقافة. "أدونيس   90-93. 
Adonis. “Security Culture Adonis 90-93.  

 
 دراسات مركز: بيروت. الرابعة الطبعة. العالقات و االحوال تغيير في بحث: المعاصر العربي المجتمع. بركات، حليم

العربية، الوحدة  2012.  
Barakat, Halim. al Mujtama’ al ‘Arabi al Mu’asir: Bahth fi Taghyir al Ahwal wa al ‘Alaqat 
(Contemporary Arabic Society: Research on Changes in Conditions and Relations). 4th ed. Beirut: 
Center for Arab Unity Studies, 2012. Print.   

بركات." االجتماعي التنظيم نواة: والقرابة العائلة. "بركات، حليم    229-266. 
Barakat, Halim. “Families and Kinship: the Nucleus of Social Organization” Barakat 229-
266. 

بركات." العربي المجتمع في الدين. "بركات، حليم  267-306.  
Barakat, Halim. “Religion and Arab Society.” Barakat 267-306.  

بركات." العربية السياسة و الثقافة و المجتمع في الدين وظائف تحديد. "بركات، حليم  307-341 
Barakat, Halim. “Defining the Functions of Religion in Arab Society, Culture, and Politics.” 
Barakat 307-341.  
 

الساقي، دار: بيروت. الخامسة الطبعة. عشرين االرهابي. ثابت، عبدهللا  2009.  
Thabet, Abdullah. al Irhabi ‘Ishrin (Terrorist Number 20). 5th edition. Beirut: Dar al Saqi, 2009. Print.  

 
 الوحدة دراسات مركز: بيروت. الثالثة الطبعة. الغرب و... االسالم و العروبة الهوية مسألة. عابد الجابري، محمد 

   .1995 العربية،
al Jabri, Muhammad Abed. Mas’ala al Huwiyya al ‘Uruba wa al Islam… wa al Gharb (The Issue of 
Identity: Arabism and Islam… and the West). 2nd ed. Beirut: Center for Arab Unity Studies, 1995. 
Print.  

الساقي، دار: بيروت. الخامسة الطبعة. الحالي اليهود. المقري، علي  2009. 
al Muqri, Ali. al Yahudi al Hali (The Handsome Jew). 5th ed. Beirut: Dar al Saqi, 2009. Print.  
 

النشر، و للدراسات العربية المؤسسة: بيروت. عشر الثانية الطبعة. مرزوق اغتيال و االشجار. الرحمن منيف، عبد  
2005.  

Munif, Abdul Rahman. Al Ashjar wa Ightiyal Marzuq (Trees and the Assassination of Marzuq). 12th 
ed. Beirut: Arab Institute for Research and Publishing, 2005. Print.  
 

يوتيوب،. يوتيوب." ارهابية منظمة هللا حزب بتصنيف الخليجي القرار. "المعاكس االتجاه. الجزيرة  26/3/2016.  
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al Jazeera. al Ittijah al Mu’akis. “al Qarar al Khaliji bi Tasnif Hizbullah Munadhama Irhabiyya (The 
GCC Decision to Label Hizbullah a Terrorist Organization).” Online video clip. Youtube. Youtube, 
26 Mar. 2016. Web. 
 

يوتيوب،. يوتيوب." سوريا سماء في روسيا. "االمم لعبة. الميادين  7/10/2015.  
al Mayadeen. Lu’bat al Umam. “Rusia fi Sama’ Suria (Russia in Syrian Skies).” Online video clip. 
Youtube. Youtube, 7 Oct. 2015. Web.  
 

يوتيوب،. يوتيوب." السورية الحرب اسباب تكشف شعبان بثينة الدكتورة. "االمم لعبة. الميادين  7/1/2015.  
al Mayadeen. Lu’bat al Umam. “al Doktora Buthaina Sha’ban Takshif Asbab al Harb al Suriyya (Dr. 
Buthaina Sha’ban Examines the Reasons for the Syrian Civil War).” Online video clip. Youtube. 
Youtube, 7 Jan. 2015. Web.  

يوتيوب،. يوتيوب." التكفيري للفكر التأسيس بدايات. "م ل أ. الميادين  26/3/2015. 
al Mayadeen. “Bidayat al Ta’sis lil Fikr al Takfiri (the Origins of the Founding of Takfiri Thought).” 
Online video clip. Youtube. Youtube, 26 Mar. 2015. Web.   
   
Supplementary Texts 
Readings and information may be taken from online sources such as newspapers, academic 
articles and research papers; other various media channels; lectures from visiting politicians; and/ 
or eyewitnesses to the events or personal stories and testimonies. Listening assignments are 
primarily derived from programs with political, social and economic themes from the following 
channels: al- Mayadeen, al-Manar, Ru'ya Ordoniya, France 24, Russia Today. Students are also 
encouraged to select materials for class from these and additional sources.   
 
Outline of course content 
The pace of instruction is intensive. In addition to time spent in the classroom, students should 
expect to spend a minimum of one hour on their own for every hour spent in the classroom. 
 
Topic 1—Novels (3-4 weeks) 
Students read novels at home and some to class prepared to discuss the author’s background, 
primary and secondary characters, setting, narrative, conflict, plot, and cultural content.  
 
Topic 2--Non-fiction on culture and society (4-6 weeks) 
Students read on the background of the author and assigned sections of non-fiction books at 
home. They come to class prepared to use key words to summarize the reading and then discuss it 
critically, commenting on the author’s style and looking for statistics, generalizations, global 
research studies, and if and where the author’s opinion becomes apparent. 
 
Topic 3—Listening (4 listening exercises weekly; 2 at home and 2 in class) 
Students are exposed to long listenings at home and are expected to summarize them in class, 
focusing on the main ideas being presented as opposed to the vocabulary used. Students must 
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discern what parts of the listening are important to highlight and key for comprehension and those 
which are not essential.  
 
Topic 4—Articles (2 weekly in class) 
Twice a week, students read and discuss articles in class without any preparation at home.  
 
Topic 5—Student Teacher (3 times per student per term) 
Each student leads class three times, preparing short readings and listenings for the rest of the 
students. Academic partners assist students to prepare their materials in advance of class time. 
The other students in the class do not receive these materials before class.  
 

  


