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Description

With a focus on China, this course explores the environmental challenges that are increasingly taking
center stage at the global scale as both developed and developing countries attempt how to best balance
economic growth with environmental sustainability. China’s “Green” Belt and Road Initiative and renewable
energy sector are central to these issues. Students in this class also investigate how and why
environmental challenges are spread unevenly across different regions of the globe. Additional topics
include sustainable development, natural resource extraction, and commodities production. The first half of
the semester focuses on selected empirical works of critical social scientists, while the second half allows
students to hone in on major conceptual debates in the field. A field study class to a local site gives
students insights on how Shanghai is working to improve and protect the local environment.

Objectives
By the end of the course, students will be able to:

e identify the key agents, institutions, and places that shape global environment and development
issues;

e evaluate the comparative effectiveness of China’s “green” development model and its impact on
the environment;

¢ understand the key empirical and conceptual debates on global economic restructuring and its
impact on the environment; and

e analyze the effectiveness of efforts to alleviate global environment and development problems.

Course Requirements

Students are expected to attend weekly class meetings and actively participate in class discussions. To do
s0, students are expected to complete assigned readings of 50-80 pages before each class. There are two
quizzes, a midterm exam, and a final exam.
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Methods of Evaluation

In-class Discussion: 20%
Quizzes: 10% (2 at 5% each)
Midterm Exam: 30%
Comprehensive Final Exam: 40%
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Outline of Course Content

Topic 1 - Globalization and the Environment
Topic 2 — Global Population

Topic 3 — Natural Resources

Topic 4 — Global Environmental Challenges
Topic 5 — Commaodities Production

Topic 6 — Global Production Networks

Topic 7 — Global and Local Finance

Topic 8 — Agglomeration Economies

Topic 9 — States and Politics

Topic 10 — Global Governance

Topic 11 — Foreign Direct Investment

Topic 12 — Transnational Corporations
Topic 13 — Thinking Critically about Global Environment and Development



