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LOCAL ROOMMATES AROUND THE WORLD
We launched our first roommate program in Harbin, China in 1988, and introduced roommates at our Beijing site a few 
years late. With this experience in hand, we expanded around the globe, pioneering roommate programs in countries 
where others had said it was impossible. Today we have an established reputation as “the roommate program,” and 
weave local roommates into the fabric of our programs in Asia, Europe, Latin America, and the Middle East.



INSIDER’S ACCESS TO THE CITY
As anyone who has studied abroad will tell you, breaking out of the 
American “bubble” and making local friends is harder than it looks. At CET, 
local roommates burst the bubble. They provide you instant insider access 
to the city and local community. Roommates come from the program’s 
host university or neighboring schools and are selected by CET for their 
commitment to cultural exchange.

SIDE-BY-SIDE IN THE PROGRAM
CET roommates are not just part of the living arrangement—they are active 
members of the program and take part in many of the activities. They might 
go with you to the beach in Brazil or on a scavenger hunt through the streets 
of Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. Roommates even join in on some longer 
excursions—from a visit to a temple at sunrise in Wakayama, Japan to an 
overnight excursion exploring the Natabean ruins of Petra in Jordan.

LANGUAGE LEARNING GOLDMINE
While classroom excellence is critical to language learning, true 
communicative competence comes when you close the textbook and 
practice your skills in a natural context. At CET, you can rely on your 
roommate to give you the daily language workouts you need. You’ll not only 
have someone to correct your pronunciation, but also to share with you how 
locals actually speak and all the best slang words to use. Before you know it, 
you’ll be out in the city with your roommate, singing the latest pop songs at 
a karaoke night in China or speaking with locals in an Italian piazza.

TRANSFORMATIVE FOR BOTH SIDES
We’ve witnessed the power of roommate relationships for 30 years. Over 
and over students rave to us about what they call “the best part of the 
program.” And the roommates also tell us how much they benefited from 
the experience. So it’s no surprise students and roommates often become 
close friends, keeping in touch after the program from afar. And when that’s 
not enough, they’ll even get on a plane to visit each other.
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8— Catherine Stebbins, University of Mississippi, Fall 2017

I shared a room with my Jordanian roommate, which was an 
experience I loved more than I ever thought I would. There 
were nights where she and I would exchange stories about our 
family lives, our friends, or just funny experiences—all in Arabic, 
for hours. 
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