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CET Syllabus of Record —
CE PROGRAMS
Program: Brazilian Studies and Portuguese Language in Sdo Paulo

Course Title: Poverty and Inequality in 21st Century Brazil (English)

Course Code: SP/LAST 300

Total Hours: 45

Recommended Credits: 3

Primary Discipline / Suggested Cross Listings: Latin American Studies / Political Science,
Economics

Language of Instruction: English

Prerequisites/Requirements: None

Description

Establishing a sharp contrast with the image of Brazil as one of the most powerful emerging
economies of the 21st century, this course explores the dynamic of its still largely poor
population and the high degree of social inequality that permeates its society. In approaching
the matter, students become exposed to the leading theories of poverty and underdevelopment
that have been produced in the social sciences and engage in the analysis of the domestic and
international factors that stall socio-economic and political progress in Brazil. Special emphasis
is given to the implications of the neoliberal economic model in Latin America and the role of
international organizations such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

Objectives

e This course will acquaint the student with conceptualization and measurement issues in the
study of poverty and inequality. In addition, it will enable him/her to identify domestic and
foreign sources of poverty and underdevelopment in Brazil and Latin America.

o The student will familiarize him/herself with basic concepts of development studies,
allowing him/her to adapt and interpret them in light of the Brazilian context.

e The student will gain hands-on experience by visiting relevant sites and interacting with
diverse actors involved in efforts to achieve social change through religious, political and
grassroots approaches.

¢ In class, each student will become exposed to the most salient postulates and
interpretations in the literature of development studies. This will allow the student to gather
theoretical tools that will make possible the critical assessment of contemporary arguments
and debates.

e Lastly, the student will develop his/her awareness of class-related issues, and at the same
time increase his/her degree of intercultural sensitivity.

Course Requirements
The methodology of the course consists on class lectures, open discussions, and field visits to
organizations and communities, related to the pursuit of social justice in diverse forms.

Methods of Evaluation
The final grade will be based on the overall performance of each student in three areas:
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Reaction papers (2) - 40%
Drawing on class material and personal observations, each student will elaborate two
5-page papers in which he/she reflects on some aspect of Brazil’s socio-economic
reality in light of the topics discussed in class.

Final paper - 40% (research proposal 10%, actual research 30%)
This essay will be the product of an empirical, 15-page, in-depth investigation, drawing
attention to the relationship between a current development issue in the Brazilian
landscape and its relevance to any of the main topics discussed in class.

Participation & attendance - 20%
This criterion is based on student’s active presence and participation in class and other
curricular activities. Special emphasis will be placed on the contribution of each
student to the discussion sessions at the end of each unit.

Important:

1. Assignments not turned in on the date they are due, will be subject to a penalty
proportionate to the delay.

2. Plagiarism will not be tolerated under any circumstances. If in doubt regarding
what constitutes plagiarism, the student should consult with the professor.

3. If due to unanticipated circumstances a student must turn in his/her assignment
via email, he/she should not assume it was received until receipt is
acknowledged by the professor.
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Outline of Course Content
Week Topic

Week 1 | Course Overview: what is poverty and how do we measure it?

Week 2 | If, when and how to help: philosophical underpinnings of the fight against poverty
Video: Why Poverty?

Week 3 | Brazil and Latin America in comparative perspective: how developed is
developed? Democracy, poverty and inequality.

Week 4 | Brazilian perceptions of society, labor and the economy |
Field Experience: Velhdo

Week 5 | Brazilian perceptions of society, labor and the economy ||

Week 6 | Poverty, development and inequality: concepts and measurements | (poverty as
subsistence and as deprivation, definitions and measurements of poverty, the
cesta basica and expressions of poverty in Brazil)

Video: Waste Land

Week 7 | Field Experience: Salvador, Bahia

Week 8 | Poverty, development and inequality: concepts and measurements Il (endogenous
and exogenous measurements of development, intentionality as key to setting the
development agenda, inequality and its manifestation in social and political
phenomena)

Video: Pixo
Reaction Paper #1

Week 9 | Modernization theory: the traditional vs. modern debate (development strategy as
a political tool, national liberation movements in the Brazil and their impact on the
development agenda, import-substitution industrialization under the Vargas
government, the Alliance for Progress and the response of the Goulart
Administration)

Week 10 | Domestic sources of poverty and underdevelopment: contemporary trends (social
exclusion, culture, social capital, corruption, expansionist policies, weak
institutions, illiteracy, demographics, rural poverty and indigenous identity)
Answers from below and from above: Analyzing the potential of grassroots
organizations and NGOs for achieving development

Week 11 | Field Experience: Aldeia Indigena

Week 12

DISCUSSION SESSION #1




CET Syllabus of Record

Reaction Paper #2

Week 13

Field Experience: MST

Week 14

Structuralism and dependency theory: the center and periphery interpretation (a
solution from within the Third World and its impact on hegemonic discourse,
ECLAC and Marxist influence, Cardoso and Furtado, orthodox and unorthodox
variants)

Week 15

Foreign sources of poverty and underdevelopment: contemporary trends

The neoliberal model: Ideological and economic foundations (the depression and
the welfare state, the trickle-down effect, the Washington Consensus, Franco and
the Plano Real, consolidation under Cardoso)

Structural adjustment programs and the policies of post-Neoliberalism (The Lula
phenomenon, Bolsa Familia, Brasil Sem Miseria, Mais Médicos, political
empowerment via economic empowerment, the June 2013 protests and their
implications for the government’s social agenda)

Final paper due: 05/30/16




