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Description 
In this course, students participate in a community-based learning placement at a local organization in 
Prague. Through this placement, students are involved with their host organization on three levels. The first 
level is academic—students become acquainted with Czech society through a series of lectures. These 
lectures function not only as practical toolkits into life and work but help to understand systems, meanings 
and why things are done the way they are. For example, students might learn about disadvantaged groups 
in Czech society and seek to explain the reasons behind this issue, the complexity of the problem and 
possible solutions. The second level is observatory—students gain an inside understanding of how their 
organization operates: How does the management structure work? How does the staff interact? What kinds 
of tasks are the most challenging for the organization and why?  
 
Finally, students assist the organization with both day-to-day tasks and a larger final project. Day-to-day 
tasks are determined by the organization. Final projects are devised by the student, but in consultation with 
both the host and the CET Community-Based Learning Coordinator(s). Whenever possible, students are 
asked to contribute to long-term projects, using notes from a predecessor and leaving instructions for a 
successor to ensure sustainability over terms.  
 
Objectives 
During this course, students: 

 Gain advanced knowledge of the social issue in which their placement organization specializes 

 Achieve understanding of the inner workings of their placement organization and the cultural 
climate in which it operates 

 Hone their perspective of the Czech Republic, tying together their personal, academic and 
professional viewpoints in an informed manner 

 Gain practical knowledge of the host organization’s needs and challenges 

 Assist the organization with day-to-day tasks and larger projects 
 
Course Requirements 
Students participate in their community-based learning placements for a minimum of 4 hours/week. Time 
spent at the placement site must be recorded and submitted to the Community-Based Learning Coordinator 
weekly. Transportation time to and from the placement does not count towards the required hours.  
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Students attend weekly class sessions. This is an opportunity for students to discuss as a group their 
experiences at their placements as well as all assigned readings. Students are expected to prepare for 
these sessions and participate actively.  
 
Students must complete all assigned readings and/or homework assignments. One assignment will ask 
students to read the personal summary of the previous student placed at the host organization. After each 
session students submit a Topic Response (minimum 2 single spaced pages). Topic Responses should 
cover the reading, class presentation and discussion, final conclusions and thoughts of the student on the 
matter. Comparison with US systems on the relevant topic is encouraged. 
 
Students are required to keep a journal of their experiences. Journals must be updated weekly. Content 
should recount experiences on site, issues and successes in community-based learning. Journals must 
conclude with a personal summary. The personal summary should include a description of the role played, 
how the reality of the experience matched (or did not match) the student’s expectations, how the 
experience has changed (or not changed) the student’s academic and career plans, and advice for the next 
community-based learning participant. The personal summary should also include a CD or USB drive of all 
documents and files produced by the student. The personal summary and the accompanying files are 
shared with future students in an attempt to maintain institutional memory for the organization. Journals are 
graded by the Community-Based Learning Coordinator. 
 
Students are required to devise and complete a final project for the host organization. The project’s 
parameters are wide in order to allow students to implement a project that is most helpful to the host. One 
month into the term, students submit an assessment of the organization’s needs as they understand them 
(1-2 single spaced pages). The student works with the Community-Based Learning Coordinator to devise a 
project based on these needs. A project proposal (1-2 single spaced pages) is submitted by the middle of 
the term. This proposal should outline the project and detail the necessary steps for successful 
implementation. The final project must be completed by the final week of the term. Students describe their 
projects—its purpose, history, challenges, successes, etc.—to their peers in a formal oral presentation 
during the last week of the term.  
 
Students are expected to abide by CET’s attendance policy.  
 
Methods of Evaluation 
The final grade is determined as follows: 
In-class participation  10% 
Project-related work and participation  35% 
Topic responses  20% 
Final project (including assessment, proposal and presentation) 20% 
Journal  15% 

 
Texts 
Various articles focusing on the issues of interest to the students’ host organizations. 
Websites and brochures from the host organizations. 
Films related to host organization or social problem. 



 
 
CET Syllabus of Record 
 

 
 
Outline of Course Content 
Note: Students cover approximately 1 topic or critical question per week. The order of topics varies and is 
dependent on the specific community-based learning placements of the students. 
 
Topic 1: What is community-based learning  
How do we define community-based learning?  How is it different from volunteering, community service, or 
internship? Where’s the learning in community-based learning? How effective is community-based learning 
as a methodology? What are the learning-outcomes of the course? To what extent is this consistent with 
the goals of higher-education? Community organizations (NGOs) and their needs 
 
Topic 2: Developing intercultural competence 
What is intercultural competence? What are some developmental models of intercultural sensitivity? How 
does international community-based learning provide unique opportunities for the development of 
intercultural competence? 
 
Topic 3: Czech identity 
How do Czechs define themselves? How does this definition fit within Czech roots and traditions? What is 
the meaning of “class” in the Czech Republic? What is the extent of religiosity in Czech society? 
 
Topic 4: Civil Society and Government in the Czech Republic 
Development of the NGO sector in the Czech Republic, including financial structure, relationship with the 
Czech government, extent of influence. Development of the education and social sectors (health care, 
social security, etc.). Structure of state institutions. 
 
Topic 5: “Hot Topics” in Czech Social Issues 
Social exclusion, Roma policy, housing policy 
 
Topic 6: Social change and social justice 
What is social justice? How does the existence of the community organization reflect bigger social issues? 
How much influence does the communist past have on current attitudes toward social justice and radical 
change? 
 
Topic 7: Immigration issues  
Czech immigration policy, integration and assimilation issues of minorities and foreigners 
 
Topic 8: Preserving heritage  
Conflicts between modernization and historical relevance 
 
Topic 9: Practical Skills for Community-Based Learning 
Discussion and hands-on training for the class community-based project; for example if the class 
community-based project includes teaching English as a Foreign Language for elementary school students 
with feedback on student lesson plans.  
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