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Description  
This class takes history as a starting point to explore contemporary cultural and political identities 
in Taiwan. First, the class surveys Taiwan’s five canonical historical periods: the Indigenous 
Taiwanese period, the southern Chinese immigration period, the Japanese colonial period, the 
KMT martial-law period, and the current democratization era. Students interrogate these shifting 
national narratives and analyze their impact on shaping national identity through the decades.  
 

History and national identity then become a critical lens to explore varying contemporary topics 
about culture and identity. Beyond the geopolitics of Taiwan’s contested status, possible topics 
include identity in contemporary art, aboriginal peoples' identity, the use and design of public 
spaces, sports, the cultural significance of night markets and cuisines, environmentalism, gender 
and sexuality, the political evolution of Taiwanese music and literature, significance of language 
and dialects over time, reception of Taiwanese cinema abroad, and cultural adaptation to new 
media. At least two field classes increase the diversity of voices and perspectives in the course, 
while a group project related to themes studied challenges students to apply the history and 
theories of the class to analyze a topic of their choice. 
 
Objectives  
From their participation in this course, students are expected to:  

• build a familiarity with the literature of Taiwan Studies that enables them to analyze 
contemporary culture and national identity and how these themes intersect with history and 
politics. 

• advance critical thinking skills, including the ability to describe and analyze how 
institutions, culture, and social roles evolve over time. 

• gain a broad historical and cultural context to complement and deepen their language 
study and learning experiences in Taiwan. 

• understand connections between the past and present and evaluate evidence to theorize 
about cultural and social changes in a nuanced, balanced manner. 
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Course Requirements 
Students are expected to attend each class as outlined in the CET Attendance Policy. Active 
participation in the classroom is essential. Students are to read all assigned materials before each 
class session and come prepared to participate thoughtfully in discussions. Reading assignments 
average about 80 pages per class.  
 
In addition to preparation for and participation in class, graded assignments include: 
 

•  Three quizzes: 20% (at 6, 7, and 7% each) 
These in-class tests of less than one-hour cover the readings, lectures, and class discussions for 
specific parts of the course. They may include identification questions (IDs) that require students to 
explain the significance of an event, concept, or term; or have short essays that ask for the thesis 
and arguments of an assigned reading or to use ideas from the readings to analyze a class topic. 
 

• The History of X as told by X.  
In this collaborative project, groups of 3-4 students research and design an imagined cultural or 
historical museum exhibit on a topic related to the course. Students receive detailed directions in 
class for each step of the project, which requires the group to analyze and reveal a history that it 
wants to tell. The steps to complete the project are 1) a topic statement and preliminary 
bibliography, 2) a proposal for the envisioned exhibit, 3) a paper (2,500-3,000 words or 10-12 
pages) introducing the objects or evidence that support the exhibit and explain their relevance to 
the thesis of the exhibition, 4) a class presentation that is the "exhibit," and 5) a reflective self-
assessment at the end of the course.  
 
Grading  
The final grade is determined as follows:  
20%  Three quizzes   7, 7, and 6% each; an hour or less 
20%  Class preparation and discussion 
60%  A collaborative “museum exhibit” project – The History of X as Told by X 
  5%  Topic statement and preliminary bibliography 
  10% The exhibition proposal 
  20% Summary of exhibit objects and their relevance 
  20% Exhibit presentation  
  5% Self-assessment 
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Outline of Course Content  
Topic 1 – The Taiwanese Context: History, Culture, National Narrative 
  Taiwan before the Maritime Age: The Indigenous Peoples 
  Taiwan after the Maritime Age: Dutch, Spanish, Han Chinese Settlers in the Late  
   Ming (Koxinga) and Qing 
  Sinification: Hokkien and Hakka Influences  
  Taiwan under Japanese Colonial Rule: The Emergence of Taiwanese Identity?  
Topic 2 – The Postwar Republic of China’s (ROC) Nation and State-Building in Taiwan 
Topic 3 – The International Stage in the Early Cold War Era  
Topic 4 –  From “Free China” to Democratic Taiwan 
Topic 5 –  National Identity and Political Culture: Party Ideologies and Student Movements 
Topic 6 –  Transitional Justice in the Post-Martial Law Era 
Topic 7 –  The New Taiwanese Identity in Literature, Cinema, and Music  
Topic 8 –  Indigenous Peoples' Cultures 
Topic 9 –  Food in Taiwan 
  “Chinese Cuisine” in Taiwan and the Culture of the Night Market 
Topic 10 – Environmental Activism; A Green Democracy 
Topic 11 – Sports in Taiwan; Baseball as Taiwan’s de facto “National Sport” 
Topic 12 – Gender, Marriage Equality, and National Identity  
Topic 13 – What is Taiwan and Why Does It Matter? 
 


